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The Pastor’s Pen

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on foward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Saturday, June 24, was a bittersweet day for me. Leland and | drove over to Greenville to my oldest daughter
Chelsea's house so that we could join in the festivities as we celebrated her youngest daughter Carson's second
birthday. My other daughter, Katie, was there with her husband T, still basking in their recent nuptials. Craig, my oldest
son, couldn't be there, of course, as he is starting his final year of surgical residency in Portland, Oregon. There were in
-laws, family friends, and kids running from one water activity to another. And, of course, Brenda was there. That caused
a bit of sadness.

Now, we get along. In fact, we argue less now than when we were together. (Living under different roofs helps a
great deal with that.) We've reached our agreements about custody and finances, and really didn't dispute those. Our
lawyers don't understand us. But we've simply agreed not to fight about anything. We are committed to ending our
marriage peaceably. How? Because we have committed to not hurting the other. Why? In part, for Leland's sake. But
more importantly, despite the fact that we can no longer be married, we still care about each other and their well-being.

As | look out from the pulpit on Sunday mornings, | see some big gaps. | am hoping that it is just because it is
summer and folks are off on vacation. But some have suggested to me that there are those who are not attending as a
protest over the "discernment/disaffiliation" issue. That in addition to not attending, some are withholding their
contributions.

Years ago one of my churches, that regularly paid 100% of their conference apportionments, wanted to withhold
$86 as a protest about something that concerned them about one particular line item. | pointed out that neither the
bishop, nor the administrators of that line item would receive nor understand their message. Instead, | suggested they
write several letters and communicate more directly their thoughts, which they did.

On another occasion, | read to the congregation a letter concerning gambling/video poker sent by the bishop to
each church. Angry at me for doing so, one of the members decided to quit giving to the church. When the finance
secretary brought this to my attention, | could only shake my head. Who was he hurting? Not me because the church
continued to pay my salary. However, he was depriving other ministries of the church much needed funding.

The writer of Hebrews says we should meet together so that we might encourage each other, that we might "spur
one another toward love and good deeds." | hope you are not absenting yourself from worship because of anger or as a
protest. Write me a letter or email instead so that communication might be clear. If you don't want your donation to

support the United Methodist Church in general, specify that it can only be used for the local ministries of Saint Paul,
not apportionments. Don't punish Saint Paul for the sins of the denomination,

please. Peace,

We are Saint Paul. A family. Families have squabbles. Families don't
always agree. But we stick together because we care. Because we have

been through hard times together. Because relationships are more
important than issues. Let us commit to working through this difficult time
together. For the sake of our children. For the sake of each other.
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