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The Pastor’s Pen 
Several months ago I was driving through town and I noticed an old car sitting in the road ahead of me, but in the other 

lane, outside of an auto repair shop. The car is owned, I guess, by the auto shop and they were in the process of 
moving it across the street where I often see it sitting along with cars waiting to be repaired. To do this, they were using 

an ATV equipped with an old tire mounted on the front to cushion the impact and prevent scratching. Which then put me 

in mind of the message I have seen lately on the marquee in front of a church: 
 

  Pray 

  Until 

  Something 

  Happens 
 

[I know...my mind works in funny ways sometimes. Ok, most of the time.] Pray until something happens. That, of course, 

got me thinking about prayer. What is prayer? 
 

Too often, I’m afraid, in our lives prayer is one of two things. If you will permit me a couple of metaphors (well, to be 

more accurate, a simile and a metaphor). 1. Prayer is like Amazon. Yep. We log in, place our order, and wait for God to 
deliver. And most of us feel as if we are Prime members, so God needs to deliver within two days. Further, we would 

love the option to track the status of our order. “God, when is it going to get here?” 
 

2. Prayer is a work order informing God the mechanic/plumber/repairman/doctor (choose your favorite image here) of 

what is broken and needs to be fixed in our lives. And please don’t point out that the damage that needs to be repaired 
is the result of our own actions. Just fix us and/or this painful situation that we find ourselves in. “Actually, Lord, I’m not 

so sure it is me that needs fixing as much as it is my wife/husband/boss/children/girlfriend/boyfriend/etc.” 

 
In several sermons I have presented prayer, if you will accept another metaphor, as a phone conversation between two 

friends. That prayer is time we spend with God sharing our thoughts and feelings, our joys and concerns, our hopes and 
our disappointments, our confessions and our petitions. AND, it is a time we should listen. To sit quietly and let God 

speak to us in the wandering of our thoughts. To open our minds to new possibilities.  

 
My initial reaction to “Pray Until Something Happens” was not positive. My first interpretation was that here was another 

expression of the passive attitude we often have. “Lord, I’ve prayed about it and now I’m going to sit here until you do 

something.”  We act as if we are sitting in the old car and God is driving the ATV that will push us while we steer. Or, 
“Lord, please push my problems away.” 

 
But then, in that weird way that my mind works, I had another thought...What if we got on the ATV?  What if we teamed 

up with prayer and it became the vehicle that empowered us to push through the difficult circumstances, to push aside 

our doubts and fears, to push onward in faith?  What if in those quiet moments with God we found the peace that is so 
lacking in our lives?  What if we found the strength to try new things?  What if we discovered new ways of looking at our 

situation that gave us hope?  What if we found that  

“push” we need to move ourselves in a new direction?  
What if, instead of sitting around waiting on God, we  

got up and pushed ourselves? 
 

If we accept the idea that prayer is more about  

changing us than about changing God, then I think  
Pray Until Something Happens might not be such a  

bad idea after all. “Change my heart, O God.....” 

Jeremy 

God’s blessings this year! 



*If you would like to put church-related information in the 
Newsletter, please send an email with your “blurb” to 

churchsecretary@stpumc.org before the Newsletter deadline 
date, March 25th.. Thank you! 

Altar Flowers are given on 

March 10th for the glory of God by 

Lillian Hudson in honor of daughter, 
Beth Hudson’s, birthday. 
 

Altar Flowers are given on March 17th for the 

glory of God by A.D. and Johnsie Page in memory of 
their son, Andy’s, birthday. 
 

Narthex Flowers are given on March 17th for 

the glory of God by A.D. and Johnsie Page in honor of 
their 67th Anniversary. 

Altar & Narthex Flowers The 49ers will be meeting on Tuesday,  

March 12th at 11:30AM in Poston Hall. Our guest 

speaker will be Linda Cooper, a local Spartanburg 
resident. Her story is that she has been struck by 
lightening 6 times and is still here to tell us about  

her ordeals. The church will provide chicken and  

tea. Please bring a favorite dish to share.  
 
 

I will need a few volunteers to help set up  
and clean up. Please call me at  

864-706-7936 if  you can help.    
Susan Owens 

 

Our Maundy Thursday Service will be at 

6:00PM on Thursday, March 28th in our  
beautiful sanctuary. We hope to see  you there.  

 

Our March Fellowship Meal will be on  

March 28th at 5:30PM in Poston Hall. This meal will 
be a Seder Meal which will be eaten before the 
Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00PM. We hope  
you’ll join us for this meaningful time together.  

 

Easter Flowers: As is customary, we would like 

to ask our members to please bring flowers from 
your yards to put on our Easter cross on Easter 

morning. Thank you! 
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The Preschool Board has 

chosen Kaci Roberts to serve  

as the Saint Paul UMC  
Preschool Administrative Director. 

Kaci has over 12 years  
with us and knows our  

Preschool well!  
Congratulations,  

Kaci! 

    Financials & Attendance       

 Jan. 28 Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 

Received $4,604 $8,834 $6,360 $6,762 

Non-Restricted $56 $0 $3.75 $579.90 

Restricted $22 $108 $772 $2,100 

Total $4,682 $8,942 $7,135.75 $9,441.90 

Sunday School 29 33 33 33 

Worship  88 91 83 92 

The Elsie Greer Circle  
will meet on Tuesday, March 5, at the church for a 

workday between 9:00AM and 12:00PM. A chili and 
vegetable soup lunch will be served at 12:00PM in 
Poston Hall. Text or call Eileen at 590-1891 to RSVP. 
 

The Church Planning Council will meet on 

Sunday, March 10, right after worship service, in the 

Library. The meeting will be 45 minutes to an 
hour. Please plan to attend. 


